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Featured title

Challenges and guides readers to a new
spiritual depth and awareness of true
abundance in God

Prayers for a Privileged People
by Walter Brueggemann

Well-known author and professor Walter Brueggemann
reminds readers that the fear of scarcity and the idolatry of
consumerism can only be healed by faith in God’s promise of
true abundance. Brueggemann shares prayers addressed to the
blessings and challenges for a privileged people who stand
before God at this urgent moment in society. He speaks to 
the basics:

• Safety isn’t assured by money or power
• We should feel prodded by those who lack voice
• God’s business is a risky business

This is a hopeful resource to have—and to share—to remind
readers that faith is ultimately found in God’s promise of 
true abundance.

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN is William Marcellus
McPheeters Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at
Columbia Theological Seminary. He is the author of
many books, articles, and has contributed to several Bible
commentaries. He lives outside of Atlanta, Georgia.

April 2008
$19.00; UK £10.99
978-0-687-65019-4
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 192 pages • paper

Longing for Enough in a Culture of More, 
by Paul L. Escamilla.
978-0-687-46651-1. Paper, $12.00; UK £6.99

RELATED ABINGDON TITLE
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Featured title

What does it mean to say that salvation is
God’s business, and God’s alone?

Who Will Be Saved?
by William H. Willimon

“Who will be saved?” is almost always a question about them,
and rarely about us. Thinking itself wrapped securely in the
everlasting arms, the church has spent much of its history
speculating on whether God will allow anyone else to join 
the party.

• One of today’s most respected theologians contends that the
church should stop asking “Who will be saved?” and ask
instead “How is God calling me to participate in the
redemption of the world?” 

• Draws on Wesleyan tradition and the teachings of Karl Barth
to examine carefully the biblical teaching on the reach and
scope of God’s salvation

• Enables readers to explore and reach their own conclusions
on the question of whether all will, in the end, be saved

• Counters the “neo-Calvinistic” trend that is making its way
into many churches and college ministries

WILLIAM H. WILLIMON is resident bishop of the Birmingham Area of The United Methodist Church. He is the author of
dozens of books, including Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry, Conversations With Barth on Preaching, and Thank
God It’s Friday: Encountering the Seven Last Words From the Cross, all published by Abingdon Press.

April 2008
$16.00; UK £9.99

978-0-687-65119-1
6" x 9" • 176 pages • paper

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

Thank God It’s Friday:
Encountering the Seven Last
Words from the Cross.
978-0-687-46490-6. Paper,
$12.00; UK £6.99
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Featured title

Helps children and parents come to terms with
the pain and stress that accompanies divorce 

The Switching Hour
Kids of Divorce Say Good-bye Again
by Evon O. Flesberg

What exactly is “the switching hour”? It’s that time both hoped for
and dreaded—when children go from one world to another as they
shuttle between divorced parents. The Switching Hour stresses that,
even with the best intentions and parenting skills, the family must
eventually come to terms with living divided lives. 

Flesberg, a counselor who is also a pastor and professor, stresses that
children of divorce live a split existence that takes its toll. Shuttling
exacts a high price because it can be a routine reminder of dashed
dreams. This resource will aid anyone who wants to make
transitioning as easy as possible for parents and children alike.

• Ideal for families, divorce lawyers, mediators, doctors, pastors,
mental health workers, teachers, and school counselors

• Helps parents simplify family life as children transition between
each parent

• Filled with facts and practical advice

• Written from the child’s point of view

EVON O. FLESBERG, Ph.D., M. Div., LCPT, is the founder
of A Talking Place Pastoral Counseling Service in Brentwood,
Tennessee. She is also lecturer in pastoral theology and pastoral
counseling at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
In addition, she is a diplomat in the American Association of
Pastoral Counselors and an ordained pastor in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. 

January 2008
$14.00; UK £7 .99

978-0-687-64976-1
5" x 7" • 128 pages • hardcover
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Featured title

May 2008
$14.00; UK £7.99

978-0-687-64478-0
8" x 10" • 32 pages • paper

This delightful storybook introduces children to the true story of
Walter, a guide dog that assists Pastor Diane through her day at the
church. Walter helps Pastor Diane minister to others as they visit
the sick at the hospital and attend church meetings and potluck
suppers. Walter is Pastor Diane’s faithful companion as she conducts
Bible studies and leads worship. Walter loves his view from under
the pew, where he can listen to the choir sing and see the faces of
families who have come to church to worship God together. 

For children ages 4–8.

• Beautifully illustrated

• Appropriate for all seasons

• A truly unique story that familiarizes children with people 
who have visual impairment

DIANE WINTERS JOHNSON is an ordained deacon in The United
Methodist Church. She graduated from The Ohio State University and The
Methodist Theological School in Delaware, Ohio, with a master’s degree in
Christian education. Rev. Johnson also writes Sunday school curriculum. She
lives in Wooster, Ohio. 

WALTER THE GUIDE DOG was awarded an honorary degree in “dogmatic
theology” by The Methodist Theological School in Ohio for his faithful
participation in classes and his contribution to campus morale. Following a ten-
year ministry with Diane Johnson, Walter is now retired and living with the
Helmuth family in Wooster, Ohio.  

MARGARET FREED developed her early love of telling stories through
pictures while earning her bachelor’s of fine arts at the University of the Arts in
Philadelphia. A member of the Society of Illustrators, she received a master’s in
illustration at the University of Syracuse. She lives in Ohio. 

A beautifully illustrated story of a faithful guide
dog who helps a pastor minister to her
congregation

The View From Under the Pew
by Diane Winters Johnson; 
illustrated by Margaret Freed

Chosen by National Braille
Press as a 2008 title to be

reproduced in Braille
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For a complete listing of additional video/book studies from 
Adam Hamilton, call 1-800-251-3320 or visit AbingdonPress.com.

ADAM HAMILTON is pastor of The United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest
growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The Church
Report named Hamilton’s congregation the most influential
mainline church in the country, and PBS’ Religion and Ethics
Newsweekly identified him as one of the top “Ten People to
Watch.” He is the author of Christianity’s Family Tree, Confronting
the Controversies, Making Love Last a Lifetime, Unleashing the Word,
Leading Beyond the Walls, Selling Swimsuits in the Arctic, and
Christianity and World Religions, all from Abingdon Press. 

A call to a richer, deeper, and more balanced
conversation on the issues that divide the nation 
and its churches

Seeing Gray in a World of 
Black and White
Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Politics
by Adam Hamilton

Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions
held by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No one agrees
on what to do about it. One solution that hasn’t yet been tried, says Adam
Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to model for the rest of the
country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, moral, and
religious issues that divide us. 

• Rejects the easy assumptions and sloppy analysis of black-and-white
thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on all sides of the issues,
and offering a faithful and compassionate way forward

• A relevant, timely answer to many of the social and political
controversies raging in America today

• From Adam Hamilton, best-selling author and dynamic senior pastor of
The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, a “Top 50 Most
Influential Church” (The Church Report 2006 survey)

• An open-minded, non-judgmental exploration of how to love those people
who disagree with us

Hamilton writes: “I don’t expect you to agree with everything I’ve written. I
expect that in the future even I won’t agree with everything I’ve written here.
The point is not to get you to agree with me, but to encourage you to think
about what you believe. In the end I will be inviting those of you who find this
book resonates with what you feel is true, to join the movement to pursue a
middle way between the left and the right—to make your voices heard—and to
model for our nation and for the church, how we can listen, learn, see truth as
multi-sided, and love those with whom we disagree.”

April 2008
$18.00; UK £9.99

978-0-687-64969-3
6" x 9" • 192 pages

hardcover with dust jacket

Confronting the
Controversies:
Biblical Perspectives 
on Tough Issues. 
978-0-687-34600-4.
Paper, $10.00; UK £5.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR
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NANCY REEVES is a clinical psychologist, spiritual
director, poet, and author. She is director of the Island
Loss Clinic, an adjunct faculty member at the University
of Victoria, and a leader of many lectures and workshops
internationally. She is the author of A Match Made in
Heaven; I’d Say Yes, God, If I Knew What You Wanted; 
A Path Through Loss; and Found Through Loss. 

Does prayer have to be silent?

Spirituality for Extroverts
And Tips for Those Who Love Them
by Nancy Reeves

Statistically, the world contains about 66% extroverts and 33%
introverts. With those numbers, one would expect there to be many
books to guide extroverted persons of faith on their spiritual path.
However, of the thousands of spiritual guidance books available,
almost none are intended for extroverts. Nancy Reeves provides an
engaging guidebook for this under-served, overlooked majority.

• Excellent for spiritual directors, pastors, counselors, college and
seminary students studying psychology/spirituality, and anyone
interested in supporting others on their spiritual journey

• Ideal for all readers interested in spirituality

• Provides spiritual guidance for extroverted personalities

• Works in contrast to most spiritual guidance books that encourage
solely introverted spiritual practices such as becoming internally
quiet and and shutting out the world

May 2008
$10.00; UK £5.99
978-0-687-65074-3
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 112 pages • paper

A Match Made in Heaven:
A Bible-based Guide to
Deepening Your
Relationship with God. 
978-0-687-64371-4. Paper,
$10.00; UK £5.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR
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Children’s ministry

Engages children in the global efforts to bring relief to the people of Sudan

The Sudan Project helps make children aware of the
devastating effects of poverty and war in Sudan, as well as the
suffering of Darfur’s people. As current as today’s headlines,
this significant work seeks to stir the conscience of an
awakening America. The book focuses on the plight of the
people of Darfur and encourages hope that they can flourish
through the help readers can provide. Such organizations as
the United Nations and the United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) are working to provide assistance to this
forgotten region. For ages 9–12.

• A portion of the proceeds from this book goes to help the
people of Sudan 

• Teaches children about Sudan, its history and culture, as
well as how the social climate affects Sudanese lives

• Helps children learn how they can be part of a worldwide
relief effort taking place even as they read the book

• Ideal for directors of Christian education, pastors, 
teachers, parents and grandparents, libraries, and 
relief aid organizations

MELISSA LEEMBRUGGEN is an author, motivational speaker, and small-group trainer/team
builder. She obtained a master’s degree in communication from Auburn University, where she also
worked as a communications specialist for the Auburn University School of Forestry. She earned a
bachelor’s degree in international relations and speech communication from the University of
South Carolina Upstate. She lives in Beavercreek, Ohio, near Dayton. 

The Sudan Project
Rebuilding With the People of Darfur—
A Young Person’s Guide
by Melissa Leembruggen

Now Available
$10.00; UK £5.99
978-0-687-65050-7
101⁄2" x 8" • 40 pages • paper
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Children’s ministry

April 2008
$14.00; UK £7 .99

978-0-687-65088-0
81⁄2" x 111⁄4" • 64 pages • hardcover

Beautiful illustrations bring beloved Bible
stories vibrantly to life

The Big Book of 
Bible Questions
by Sally Ann Wright; 
illustrated by Paola Bertolini Grudina

With this fun question-and-answer format, children will
learn about sixty different Bible people and events. The
beautifully illustrated answers are sure to delight,
challenge, and amuse. 

• Questions and answers are simple to read and easy for
children to understand

• Enchanting full-color art engages children and
encourages them to learn more about the Bible

• Covers the Old and New Testaments

• Includes an index of Bible stories linking Scripture with
the Bible questions

• For ages 8–12

SALLY ANN WRIGHT is a Christian education consultant and an established children’s writer in the United Kingdom. A trained teacher, she has
written 15 books and has been published in 20 languages. She lives just outside London, England.

PAOLA BERTOLINI GRUDINA was born in Italy and worked as a graphic designer before becoming a children’s book illustrator. She lives in the
city of Gorizia, on the border with Slovenia.
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Adult studies/devotionals

MIRIAM FEINBERG VAMOSH has also authored Daily Life At the Time of Jesus and Food
At the Time of the Bible. A tour educator specializing in Christian tourism, she lives in Israel.

Daily Life at the Time of Jesus. 
978-0-687-04891-5. Paper, $18.00; UK £9.99

Food at the Time of the Bible.  
978-0-687-34034-7. Paper, $18.00; UK £9.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

February 2008
$18.00; UK £9 .99

978-0-687-64972-3
101⁄2" x 8" • 104 pages • paper

A fascinating exploration of life during 
Bible times

Women at the Time of the Bible
by Miriam Feinberg Vamosh

The world of biblical women is revealed in this book—a unique
combination of Scripture, full-color photographs, and drawings
of rare and beautiful finds unearthed in the Holy Land and
other Bible lands. 

• Each chapter reveals a different fascinating aspect of a
woman’s life in Bible times, from her fundamental
contribution to family and community, her spiritual walk, the
work of her hands, her dress and adornments, and more 

• Features engaging and in-depth commentary

• Fosters a more thorough understanding of the sacred message
of the Scriptures

• Gives readers insights into daily life during biblical times

• Provides a bridge between biblical times and the present day



44 Abingdon Press Shop by phone or online

Adult studies/devotionals

JAMES C. HOWELL is the pastor of Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.
He is co-author of Preaching the Psalms and author of The Beautiful Work of Learning to Pray, Yours Are the
Hands of Christ, The Life We Claim, The Kiss of God, and Servants, Misfits, and Martyrs. He also has written the
annual resource Sanctuary for Lent for many years. 

Invites readers to pose their most difficult
spiritual questions to St. Francis—and to listen
for the questions he asks in response

Conversations with St. Francis
by James C. Howell

Through a series of questions posed to St. Francis of Assisi
about contemporary life and spirituality, Howell explores the
nature of God’s call and the life of the spirit. 

• A spiritually in-depth look at the life, message, and meaning 
of St. Francis

• Readers gain a deeper sense of the meaning of their spiritual
journey through the lens of St. Francis’ walk with God

Howell writes:
“Perhaps the first question I’d want to ask Francis would be
something like this: How did you do it? Were you real? How
much of your story really happened? And I’m asking because I
am wondering how I might do it: could I somehow grab a share
of the life you had? The marvel in Francis’s story is that all he
did seems entirely doable—but then, at the same time,
ridiculously impossible. As I survey the bare facts of his life, 
it all seems so manageably simple, and yet unquestionably what
happened was nothing short of miraculous.”

May 2008
$13.00; UK £7.99
978-0-687-65049-1
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 128 pages • paper

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

The Life We Claim: The
Apostles’ Creed for Preaching,
Teaching, and Worship.
978-0-687-49353-1. Paper,
$18.00; UK £9.99

The Kiss of God: 27 Lessons
on the Holy Spirit. 
978-0-687-06648-3. Paper,
$12.00; UK £6.99



CELEBRATING THE
GIFT OF MARRIAGE

In this book, popular author James W. Moore provides
inspiration and encouragement for married and soon-
to-be-married couples to help them strengthen their

marriage, improve their communication, cherish each
other, and keep Jesus Christ at the center of their union.
Married for nearly 50 years, Moore provides scriptural
guidance and practical advice as he helps readers look at
attitudes and actions to avoid, as well as the characteristics
of a successful marriage.

• Six chapters
• Includes discussion/reflection questions for couples
• Ideal for gift-giving SCRIPTURE-BASED

GUIDANCE FOR

ENRICHING MARRIAGE

March 2008
$10.00; UK £5.99
978-0-687-64701-9
5" x 7" • 128 pages • paper

by James W. Moore

JAMES W. MOORE, popular speaker and preacher, is the author of
Yes, Lord, I Have Sinned, But I Have Several Excellent Excuses; God
Was Here and I Was Out to Lunch; When Grief Breaks Your Heart;
There’s a Hole in Your Soul That Only God Can Fill; and many other
books. He lives in Fairview, Texas.

The pages of Celebrating the Gift of Marriage are filled with
encouraging words based on the teachings of Jesus, helpful hints
and good advice, as well as my husband, Jim’s, very special sense

of humor. I feel most fortunate and grateful for the wonderful and
fun forty-eight years we have shared together in our marriage,

which has been enriched over and over by the insights reflected
in this book. It is my prayer that God will bless you and yours, 

as you celebrate the special gift of marriage! 
—June D. Moore, adapted from the Foreword

AbingdonPress.com | 1.800.251.3320 | Fax 1.800.836.7802 Abingdon Press
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LESSONS I
LEARNED FROM
MY GRANDCHILDREN

One of the joys of being a grandparent is
discovering that, no matter their age,
grandchildren often make excellent teachers. 

• Provides 52 brief devotionals for grandparents, 
each built around the idea of lessons learned from
grandchildren

• Each devotional includes a Scripture quotation, a 
brief meditation, questions or thoughts for reflection,
and a brief prayer

• Encourages readers to see their experiences with 
their grandchildren as opportunities for spiritual
enrichment and spiritual bonding

• Ideal for gift-giving

EXPLORES THE JOYS

OF THE LIFE LESSONS

GRANDCHILDREN

CAN TEACH US

March 2008
$10.00; UK £5.99 
978-0-687-65078-1
5" x 7" • 144 pages • paper

by Delia Halverson

DELIA HALVERSON, a Christian education specialist, is a veteran
classroom and workshop leader with more than twenty years’
experience. She has written extensively in the area of religious
education and is the author of 32 Ways to Become a Great Sunday School
Teacher; How to Train Volunteer Teachers; Leading Adult Learners; My
Cup Runneth Over: Devotions for Teachers; and Growing the Soul:
Meditations from My Garden. Halverson has also extensively worked
with Faith Discovery Ministries, Fort Myers, Florida. She lives in
Woodstock, Georgia.

46



AbingdonPress.com | 1.800.251.3320 | Fax 1.800.836.7802 Abingdon Press

GOODBYE,
MURPHY’S LAW

Using Scripture and examples from daily life, Judy
Pace Christie shows people how to experience
God’s will in fresh ways, rather than expecting

that anything that can go wrong will go wrong. 

• Provides the tools to help everyday Christians learn to
quit anticipating the worst and instead find God’s will 
in their busy lives

• Intended for those people who want to develop a closer
relationship with God and want to retool the way they
approach life 

• Ideal for anyone who wants to follow God more
consistently in their daily lives 

• Includes a study guide

GOD HAS A BETTER

PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

April 2008
$13.00; UK £7.99 
978-0-687-49208-4
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 144 pages • paper

by Judy Pace Christie

JUDY PACE CHRISTIE after working as a journalist for twenty-five years, left
the daily news business to open a consulting firm that works with individuals,
businesses, and churches on strategies for meaningful life and work, including goal-
setting, living fully, and balancing personal and professional lives. She is the author
of Hurry Less, Worry Less; Hurry Less, Worry Less at Christmastime; and co-author
of Awesome Altars. Judy and her husband live in northwest Louisiana.

47

WHATEVER CAN GO WRONG
GOD CAN MAKE RIGHT

Chapters:
• Keys to Solving the Problem

of a Restless Heart
• Take Hope
• God’s Workmanship
• Talking with God
• Impatient for Change
• Do Less. Be More.
• Pain and Triumph
• Alive in Christ
• Help My Unbelief
• A Contented Heart
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HEALING
WHERE IT HURTS

In this new edition of the 1993 favorite, popular
author James W. Moore says that “physical stress
fractures are painful and troublesome, but there is

another kind of stress fracture that is even worse—stress
fractures of the spirit.” 

• Includes a study guide
• Features Moore’s distinctive, engaging style
• Draws upon the Bible as well as stories of faith and hope

from everyday experiences

Sixteen chapters explore how the power of love can bring
healing and wholeness to such spiritual fractures as 
• when life breaks your heart
• when you are fighting a virus in your soul
• when you are heading for a breakdown
• when your faith lands on the critical list

SHOWS HOW THE

POWER OF LOVE CAN

HEAL A BROKEN SPIRIT

May 2008
$14.00; UK £7.99 
978-0-687-49157-5
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 176 pages • paper

by James W. Moore

JAMES W. MOORE, popular speaker and preacher, is the author of
Faith Is the Answer, But What Are the Questions?; Jesus’ Parables About
Making Choices; Yes, Lord, I Have Sinned, But I Have Several Excellent
Excuses; God Was Here and I Was Out to Lunch; When Grief Breaks Your
Heart; There’s a Hole in Your Soul That Only God Can Fill; and many
other books. He and his wife, June, live in Fairview, Texas.

48
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TOO MANY IRONS
IN THE FIRE

From the popular author of Bad Hair Days, 
Rainy Days, and Mondays, more wisdom and
encouragement to lift women’s spirits, Cynthia

Bond Hopson provides a month’s worth of life lessons in
the form of 31 brief daily meditations.

• Each meditation includes a quotation, a Scripture
reading, and a closing prayer

• Ideal for personal or group devotions

• Written in Hopson’s trademark style—conversational,
humorous, and appealing

• Meditations include: “Got Lemons, Make Lemon
Meringue Pie”; “The Dreaded D’s (Debt, Divorce, and
Death)”; “Filling the Hole in Your Soul with Stuff”; and
“Holding on or Moving On”

LIVELY, HUMOROUS,
INSIGHTFUL ADVICE

FOR WOMEN

May 2008
$10.00; UK £5.99 
978-0-687-49167-4
5" x 7" • 88 pages • paper

by Cynthia Bond Hopson

50

AND THEY’RE ALL SMOKING

CYNTHIA BOND HOPSON is
assistant general secretary of the Black
College Fund and Ethnic Concerns for the
United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry in Nashville,
Tennessee. She is the author of many
inspirational columns, feature articles, and
speeches. Recently nominated for teaching
excellence and twice named to Who’s
Who Among American Teachers, she was
formerly associate professor of journalism
at the University of Memphis. 

Bad Hair Days, Rainy Days, and Mondays:
Wisdom and Encouragement to Life a
Woman’s Spirit. 
978-0-687-49618-1. Paper, $10.00; UK £5.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR
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Ministry leadership

J. HOWARD OLDS is senior pastor of the Brentwood United Methodist
Church, near Nashville, Tennessee. 

CAL TURNER, JR. is chairman of the Cal Turner Family Foundation and
the retired CEO, chairman, and president of Dollar General Corporation. 
He is active in supporting programs at Duke Divinity School and Vanderbilt
Divinity School, as well as the Cal Turner Program for Moral Leadership in the
Professions at Vanderbilt University. He lives in Brentwood, Tennessee.

March 2008
$15.00; UK £8.99
978-0-687-65079-8
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 136 pages • hardcover

True leadership grows out of the spiritual
journey of following a higher calling

Led to Follow
Leadership Lessons from an Improbable
Pastor and a Reluctant CEO
by J. Howard Olds and Cal Turner, Jr.

All people are all called to be leaders—whether they are
CEOs, managers, ministers, teachers, parents, or friends. A
minister who also manages and a manager who also ministers
share insights they’ve gained through failures, successes, and
struggles in their personal and professional journeys. 

With an open, honest, and conversational style, Olds and
Turner demonstrate that the heart and soul of leadership is
found in:

• Following one’s call
• Following others’ input
• Following one’s failures
• Following change
• Following the unknown

This book is ideal for anyone seeking wisdom for their
journey, and for those readers wanting a life of deep
dedication and fulfillment.
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Ministry leadership

A powerful encounter with the God who constantly
pursues us in the ordinary and angular places of life

Earthy Mysticism
Spirituality for Unspiritual People
by Tex Sample

Dynamic author Tex Sample models a day-to-day awareness of the
presence of God for those not interested in conventional spirituality. 

• Inspires readers to perceive the reality of God in the most
unspiritual moments of life

• Offers compelling stories of God encountered in the mundane, 
the tragic, and the glorious moments of life

From Tex Sample: 
“This book is a testimony of narratives where [a] strange God

appears. Such appearances supply the mystical states that have come
to shape my life. I am not helped much by conventional approaches
to spirituality. I find it almost impossible to do ‘devotions.’ Daily Bible
study in the sense of devoting twenty to thirty minutes a day never
worked for me. I cannot get around to scheduled times for prayer on
my knees with head bowed. I find labyrinths and prayer beads boring.
I am ever and again distracted in silent meditation. I simply cannot
sustain a spirituality based in such things. 

I do not regard myself as unusual or special. My hunch, and
it is more than that, is that a host of people will recognize themselves
in what I describe here. What is here is, clearly, my story, but it is not
about me. It is about a God of surprises, of One who comes in the
ordinary and the seamy. It is about a God who will startle you. It is
about mystical moments when clearly the only thing that finally
matters is this God who will never leave us alone, especially in the
ordinary and angular places of life. It is, I hope, a spirituality for
unspiritual people.”

March 2008
$15.00; UK £8.99

978-0-687-64989-1
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 128 pages • paper

Blue Collar Resistance and
the Politics of Jesus: Doing
Ministry with Working
Class Whites. 
978-0-687-33502-2. Paper,
$16.00; UK £9.99

Powerful Persuasion:
Multimedia Witness in
Christian Worship.
978-0-687-33901-3. Paper,
$22.00; UK £12.99

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

TEX SAMPLE is a freelance lecturer, workshop leader, and preacher. He serves as coordinator of The Network for the Study of U.S.
Lifestyles. From 1967–1999 he was the Robert B. and Kathleen Rogers professor of church and society at Saint Paul School of
Theology in Kansas City, Missouri. He is the author of several books, including The Spectacle of Worship in a Wired World, Powerful
Persuasion, and Blue Collar Resistance and the Politics of Jesus, all published by Abingdon Press. He lives in Avondale, Arizona.
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Leadership

Principles for discovering a life of faith, balance, 
and purpose in all aspiring leaders—newly revised
and updated 

Momentum for Life
Biblical Practices for Sustaining Physical Health,
Personal Integrity, and Strategic Focus
by Michael Slaughter

Operating on the principle that all leadership begins with self-
leadership, popular author Michael Slaughter outlines five crucial
disciplines for anyone wanting to hone his or her leadership skills:

Devotion to God
Readiness for lifelong learning
Investing in key relationships
Visioning for the future
Eating and Exercise for life

• Provides aspiring leaders with advice for enriching the spiritual,
intellectual, interpersonal, missional, and physical areas of their
lives—integral to effectiveness as a leader

• Inspires readers to strive for balance and self-leadership through
examples from Scripture, pop culture, and author’s own ministry

• Empowers readers to claim a vision of a more purposeful life lived in
service of God and others

• Includes devotional questions for reflection at end of each chapter

April 2008
$19.00; UK £10 .99
978-0-687-65009-5
6" x 9" • 176 pages • hardcover

MICHAEL SLAUGHTER is senior pastor of
Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, a small
country church in Tipp City, Ohio, which has grown
under his leadership from 90 worshippers a week to more
than 5,000. He is the author of Spiritual Entrepreneurs,
Out on the Edge, Real Followers, and UnLearning Church. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR

Money Matters: 
Financial Freedom for All God’s
Children (Participant’s Book),
with Kim Miller.
978-0-687-49535-1. Paper,
$12.00; UK £6.99

Money Matters: Financial
Freedom for All God's Churches
(Leader’s Guide with DVD),
with Kim Miller.
978-0-687-49555-9. Paper,
$30.00; UK £17.99
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Ministry leadership

Now the most comprehensive and useful aid for sermon preparation 

The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2009
edited by David N. Mosser

Sermon helps
• Lectionary-based sermons for each Sunday and special liturgical event of the year
• Commentary on lectionary passages not used in the weekly sermon
• 23 topical sermon series on such diverse themes as the nature of sin, family life, war and

peace, prayer, holidays, emotional health, and more
Worship planning aids 
• Four-year liturgical event calendar and guide to liturgical colors
• Lectionary readings in one, easy-to-read table
Searchable CD-ROM included with every book!
• PDF format 
• Full text of the print edition with a hyperlinked table of contents
• Pre-sermon and pastoral prayers, classical prayers, affirmations of faith, and classic sermons
• Hyperlinked helps

April 2008
$24.00; UK £13.99
978-0-687-65195-5
6" x 9" • 448 pages (print) 
250 pages (CD) • casebound 
with CD-ROM

This trusted planning resource for traditional and contemporary
worship now includes a CD!

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2009
Contemporary and Traditional Resources for Worship Leaders
edited by Mary J. Scifres and B.J. Beu

• Uses a Theme Idea based on the lectionary readings, each week’s offering of prayers and
litanies follows the Basic Pattern of Christian Worship:

• Gathering and Praise
• Proclamation and Response
• Thanksgiving and Communion
• Sending Forth

• Provides alternative ideas for Praise Sentences and Contemporary Gathering Words
• Includes several Communion liturgies
• NEW searchable CD-ROM included with every book!

• PDF format for ease of navigation and use
• Full text of the print edition with a hyperlinked table of contents
• NEW music suggestions for each week, hyperlinked to the text
• NEW annotated resource list with links to helpful worship planning websites

CONTRIBUTORS: Erik J. Alsgaard, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, B. J.
Beu, Robert Blezard, Mary Petrina Boyd, John Brewer, Joanne Carlson
Brown, Linda Crowe, Shelley Cunningham, Rebecca J. Kruger
Gaudino, Jamie D. Greening, Hans Holznagel, Bill Hoppe, Sara
Dunning Lambert, Shari Monson, Edward W. Paup, Ciona Rouse,
Mary J. Scifres, Bryan Schneider-Thomas, and Jennifer Yocum.  

MARY J. SCIFRES is an ordained elder in The United
Methodist Church in Port Orchard, Washington. She lives in
Gig Harbor, Washington.

B.J. BEU is pastor of Fox Island United Church of Christ near
Gig Harbor, Washington. He has assisted in worship planning for
the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts
National Convocation. 

DAVID N. MOSSER is senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in Arlington,
Texas. He is also an adjunct homiletics professor at Perkins School of Theology (SMU) in
Dallas. He frequently teaches and preaches in numerous United Methodist churches. 

April 2008
$24.00; UK £13.99 
978-0-687-65186-3
51⁄2" x 81⁄2" • 288 pages
paper with CD
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Academic

Volume 1: A–C
$75.00; UK £42.99
978-0-687-05427-5
71⁄2" x 101⁄4" • 880 pages
hardcover with dust jacket

Volume 2: D–H
$75.00; UK £42.99
978-0-687-33355-4
71⁄2" x 101⁄4" • 1,120 pages
hardcover with dust jacket

The New Definition of Biblical Scholarship

The New Interpreter’s®

Dictionary of the Bible
Katharine Doob Sakenfeld, General Editor
The NIDB is the first source for Bible readers, students, teachers, and
ministers who seek information on any topic related to the Bible.

• 7,100 historically insightful and theologically 
relevant articles 

• The most up-to-date Bible dictionary available

• Balanced treatment of controversial topics

• Written by more than 900 scholars from around 
the world

• Contains maps, charts, illustrations, and bibliographies

Volume 4: Me–R.
978-0-687-33375-2. Hardcover,
$80.00; UK £44.99 

Volume 5: S–Z.
978-0-687-33395-0. Hardcover,
$85.00; UK £48.99

FORTHCOMING

KATHARINE DOOB SAKENFELD is the
William Albright Eisenberger professor of Old
Testament literature and exegesis at Princeton
Theological Seminary. She is also the 2007
president of the Society of Biblical Literature.

Unparalleled • Invaluable • Balanced • Relevant Volume 3: I–Ma
May 2008

$80.00; UK £44.99
978-0-687-33365-3

71⁄2" x 101⁄4" • 1,184 pages
hardcover with dust jacket

NOW AVAILABLE!
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Academic

Introduces literary, historical, and theological
issues of Luke and Acts

The Gospel of Luke and 
Acts of the Apostles
by F. Scott Spencer

In keeping with the goals of the series, this volume provides an
introductory guide to readers of the New Testament Books of
Luke and Acts. 

• Focuses on both the synchronic and diachronic dimensions of
the literature

• Acquaints readers with literary, historical, and theological
issues that will help to facilitate interpretation of these
important books

F. SCOTT SPENCER is professor of New Testament at Baptist
Theological Seminary at Richmond, in Richmond, Virginia.

April 2008
$24.00; UK £13.99
978-0-687-00850-6
6" x 9" • 264 pages • paper INTERPRETING BIBLICAL TEXTS

• Provides primary resources for classroom teaching and
learning to be used along with other resources, such as
commentaries

• Helps students learn how to interpret biblical texts
• All contributors are experienced teachers who have

developed a sense of which issues are of primary
importance to students

The Prophetic Literature, 
by Marvin A. Sweeney.
978-0-687-00844-5. Paper, $20.00; UK £11.99

The Apocalyptic Literature, by Stephen L. Cook. 
978-0-687-05196-0. Paper, $20.00; UK £11.99

The Pentateuch, by Terence E. Fretheim. 
978-0-687-00842-1. Paper, $21.00; UK £12.99

The Gospel of Matthew, by Donald Senior.
978-0-687-00848-3. Paper, $20.00; UK £11.99

The Historical Books, by Richard D. Nelson.
978-0-687-00843-8. Paper, $20.00; UK £11.99

The Wisdom Literature, by Richard J. Clifford. 
978-0-687-00846-9. Paper, $21.00; UK £12.99

The Gospel of Mark, by Donald H. Juel. 
978-0-687-00849-0. Paper, $20.00; UK £11.99

The Gospel and Letters of John, 
by R. Alan Culpepper.
978-0-687-00851-3. Paper, $28.00; UK £16.99

The Letters of Paul, by Charles B. Cousar. 
978-0-687-00852-0. Paper, $22.00; UK £12.99

� �

IN THE SAME SERIES
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Academic

A basic introduction to Karl Barth, one of 
the most influential Christian thinkers of the
twentieth century

Barth
by Eberhard Busch

Karl Barth, the Swiss Reformed theologian, profoundly shaped
theology as we know it today. In fact, virtually every theology
student studies Barth in introductory classes. This newest volume in
the Abingdon Pillars of Theology series will help students grasp the
basic and necessary facts, influence, and significance of Karl Barth
as a major theologian.

Chapters:
1. Significance
2. Context
3. Major Sources
4. Method
5. Organizing Principles
6. Primary Contributions
7. Major Writings
8. Basic Bibliography 

EBERHARD BUSCH is professor emeritus for systematic theology at
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, Germany (in the chair for
reformed theology), and head of the Karl Barth research group.

Reinhold Niebuhr, by Robin W. Lovin. 
978-0-687-64612-8. Paper, $11.00;
UK £6.50

Augustine, by Eugene TeSelle. 
978-0-687-05361-2. Paper, $11.00;
UK £6.50

Schleiermacher, by Terrence Tice. 
978-0-687-34334-8. Paper, $11.00;
UK £6.50

IN THE SAME SERIES

June 2008
$12.00; UK £6 .99
978-0-687-49246-6
6" x 9" • 112 pages • paper

ABINGDON PILLARS OF THEOLOGY SERIES
• A series designed to help students grasp the basic and necessary

facts, influence, and significance of major theologians
• Written by major scholars, these books outline the context,

methodology, organizing principles, primary contributions, and
major writings of the people who have shaped theology
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